
 
  

 
 

11th Annual Stem Cell Science Symposium 

Wednesday, January 17, 2024 

  
Gross Hall, 4001 Thorp Conference Center 

845 Health Sciences Rd, Irvine, CA 92617 

9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

  
AGENDA 

 

9:00 AM Arrive, Mini Continental served 

9:30 AM Welcome and Introduction 

Aileen Anderson, PhD 

9:40 - 10:20 AM “Pathogenic Mechanisms of Clonal Hematopoiesis-Associated Epigenetic Modifier 
Mutations” 

Minji Byun, PhD 

10:20 - 10:40 AM “Teaching Neurons—Functional Programming of Human Stem-Cell Derived 
Neuronal Networks with External Cues” 

Shravan Thaploo, Graduate Student Researcher in Dr. Zoraan Nenadic’s lab, Stem Cell T32 
Trainee 

10:40 - 11:00 AM Break (20 Minutes) 

11:00 - 11:20 AM “Cell Replacement and Visual Improvement by CRX-GFP hESC-derived 3D Retina 
Organoids in an Immunodeficient Retinal Degenerate (RD) Rat” 

Bin Lin, PhD, Assistant Project Scientist in Dr. Magdalene Seiler’s lab 



11:20 - 11:40 AM “Engineering iPSC-derived Microglia to Deliver Therapeutics to the Brain” 

Jean Paul Chadarevian, Graduate Student Researcher in Dr. Mathew Blurton-Jones’s lab 

11:40 AM - Noon “Role of Regulatory T Cells in Graft Versus Leukemia (GVL) and Graft Versus Host 
Disease (GVHD) Post Allogenic Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant (HSCT) for 
High Risk Acute Leukemias” 

Rishikesh Chavan, MD from Children’s Hospital of Orange County 

Noon - 1:00 PM Lunch Buffet (1 hour) 

1:00 - 2:00 PM “The Influence of Adaptive Immunity on Regenerative Therapies for Autoimmunity 
and Autoinflammatory Diseases of the CNS” 

Keynote: Craig Walsh, PhD 

2:00 - 2:20 PM Break (20 Minutes) 

2:20 - 3:00 PM “Mitochondrial RNA Granules in Huntington’s Disease: A Synaptic Perspective” 

Charlene Smith, PhD, Assistant Project Scientist in Dr. Leslie Thompson’s lab 

3:00 - 3:20 PM “A Predictive Mitochondria Fitness Framework for Assessing Neural Stem Cell 
Therapeutics” 

Atena Zahedi, PhD, Postdoctoral Scholar in Dr. Aileen Anderson’s lab 

3:20 - 3:40 PM “Determining the Role of Adhesome Protein Signaling in Lung Cancer Metastasis” 

Ashley Urrutia Avila, Graduate Student Researcher in Dr. Timothy Downing’s lab 

3:40 - 4:00 PM “Transducer Biomaterials for Stem Cell-Based Tissue Engineering” 

Herdeline Ann M. Ardoña, PhD 

4:00 - 6:00 PM Poster Session and Holiday Celebration/Networking Session 

5:30 PM Award Ceremony 

  
  

MEET THE SPEAKERS 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 


